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BROWNLIE TOWERS — REDEVELOPMENT 
242. Ms C.M. ROWE to the Minister for Housing: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s redevelopment of the almost 50-year-old Brownlie Towers complex, 
which will be part of an unprecedented revitalisation of the area. Can the minister advise the house how this project 
will create jobs, deliver affordable housing and support our local community; and, what challenges needed to be 
overcome to move this significant project forward? 

Mr P.C. TINLEY replied: 

I thank the member for the question and for her interest in this project over some time, and the interest of many 
other members across the chamber. For those who are unfamiliar with it, Brownlie Towers sits on a precinct of 
25 hectares on the doorstep of Perth city, in the member for Victoria Park’s electorate. He has been a long advocate 
for the regeneration renewal of that particular precinct, as has Hon Kate Doust, the presiding upper house member. 
They have been advocates and supporters of a thoughtful density approach and a thoughtful master plan design 
of it. 

During the week, we announced that the McGowan government will get on with the failures of the former 
Liberal-National government and do what it could not do in eight and a half years. We will activate a 25-hectare 
site and create between 1 500 and 2 500 dwellings and a lively precinct that will have a very broad choice of 
housing types and housing opportunities, including social housing. I can confirm for the chamber that there will 
be no net loss of social housing in the district because we believe in diversifying the communities that are available 
to all. We have rebadged it and called it Bentley 360. We are going out to expressions of interest in the very near 
future to find a joint venture partner for a multimillion-dollar project that will last for many, many years. At the 
accepted multiplier for every new dwelling, two new jobs will be created. Members can do some of those sums 
for themselves. This is an outstanding project with an outstanding opportunity. Some people in the chamber feel 
that this is a bit of deja vu. They have heard this sort of thing before. I am sure the member for Victoria Park has 
heard this many times. Despite his pleadings with the previous government to get on with the project, we find 
ourselves many, many years after the fact still sitting here with 25 hectares sitting on the doorstep of the city, right 
next to Curtin University and right next to a major retail precinct laying fallow. 

When I looked back at some of the history of this, I saw a press release titled, “Demolition begins at Brownlie 
precinct”, which is a great little headline. It got all the locals very much interested, but it was dated 17 October 2012. 
There is slight concern about the time line and how it was going to be coordinated. According to the press release, 
one of the eight former housing ministers in the previous government — 

Housing Minister Terry Redman was on site today to witness the first stage of the Brownlie Precinct 
Regeneration Project. 

… 

Town planning and urban design consultants will be appointed later this month, with the demolition stage 
of the project expected to be completed by 2013. 

The last time I looked at the calendar, there had been no demolition and no precinct had been started—there was 
nothing. As part of a dysfunctional government, the former minister can lay claim to the destruction, as he said at 
the time, of 130 properties that were demolished. As a result of his oversight, there was a net loss in public housing 
at the precinct. The press release indicates that the construction of new dwellings was expected to start in 2015. 
I can tell members that we are about to get on with it. This government is about to get on with creating a vibrant 
city with housing choices for everyone. As this media statement makes clear, we know members opposite are good 
at wrecking things. They wrecked 130 homes. The member for Riverton wrecked the Muja power station by 
$300 million. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr P.C. TINLEY: Pick a number! The member for Scarborough wrecked TAFE with fee increases of 
500 per cent, wrecking the training system in Western Australia. The member for Riverton—here is the 
granddaddy of all—created $40 billion worth of debt. Members opposite were complete budget wreckers. This 
government is committed to getting on with the outcomes that we need to create the vibrancy that this city deserves. 
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